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CONEIDENTIAL STATE 165972 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS: PDIP, GR,US 

SUBJECT: SCHAUEELE REMARKS CONCERNING AEGEAN PROBLEM 

1. EUR ASSISTANT SECRETARY VEST INVITED GREEK AMBASSADOR 
ALEXANDRAKIS TO DEPARTMENT JULY 15 TO MEET WITH AMBASSADOR 
SCHAUEELE EOR DISCUSSION OE MISUNDERSTANDING WHICH SEEMED 
TO BE DEVELOPING OVER SCHAUEELE REMARKS BEEORE SENATE 
EOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE (SERC) CONCERN.NG THE AEGEAN. 

MEETING WAS STRUCTURED ALONG LINES SUGGESTED IN PARA 4A OP 
ATHENS 6565. 

2. VEST BEGAN MEETING BY EXPRESSING OUR AWARENESS OP 
CONCERN AND DIPPICULTY CAUSED TO GREEK GOVERNMENT BY PRESS 
STORIES OF AMBASSADOR SCHAUFELE REMARKS ON AEGEAN. OUR 
WISH IN ARRANGING MEETING WAS TO CLEAR UP MISUNDERSTANDING 
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AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE AND NOT ALLOW MATTER TO GET OUT OP 
PROPORTION. 

3. AMBASSADOR ALEXANDRAKIS AGREED THAT THIS WAS IN THE 
INTEREST OP BOTH GOVERNMENTS. THE PROBLEM THAT HAD ARISEN 
WAS REGRETTABLE, AND NO ONE WAS MORE SORRY THAN HE. 
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4. AMBASSADOR SCHAUFELE SAID HE WISHED TO EXPRESS HIS 
REGRET OVER WHAT HAD OCCURRED. HIS REMARKS AND INTENT HAD 

CLEARLY BEEN MISINTERPRETED. ALL HE HAD SOUGHT TO CONVEY 
WAS THAT THE AEGEAN QUESTION WAS COMPLEX AND GIVEN THE 
UNIQUE JUXTAPOSITION OP TERRITORY BETWEEN GREECE AND 
TURKEY, WAS A PARTICULARLY DIPPICULT MATTER TO RESOLVE. 

HE HAD NOT MEANT TO SAY ANYTHING MORE-AND REGRETTED THAT 
MORE HAD BEEN READ INTO HIS REMARKS. 

5. AMBASSADOR ALEXANDRAKIS SAID HE APPRECIATED THESE 
WORDS OP CLARIFICATION. HE HAD HOPED PROM HIS PREVIOUS 
CONVERSATION WITH SCHAUFELE, IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING HIS 
SFRC APPEARANCE, AND HIS SUBSEQUENT TELEGRAM TO ATHENS 
TO PREVENT THE KIND OP CONTROVERSY THAT HAS NOW ARISEN. 
UNPORTUNATELY HIS EPPORTS HAD NOT BEEN SUCCESSPUL. NOW 
HIS GOVERNMENT HAD ASKED HIM TO REMAIN IN WASHINGTON-HE 
HAD HOPED TO GO TO GREECE ON LEAVE THIS WEEKEND-UNTIL 

THIS MATTER WAS CLARIPIED. WHAT THE GOG WANTED NOW WAS THE 
OPFICIAL TRANSCRIPT. ALEXANDRAKIS IMPLIED HIS GOVERNMENT 
WOULD DETERMINE WHAT IT WOULD SAY AND DO NEXT ONLY ALTER 
IT HAD EXAMINED THIS DOCUMENT. 

6. THE CONVERSATION CLOSED WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY VEST 
AGAIN EXPRESSING REGRET OVER THE MISUNDERSTANDING TH;T 
HAD DEVELOPED. HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THE EXPLANATION 
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WHICH NOW HAD BEEN PROVIDED AND THE TRANSCRIPT WHEN IT 
BECAME A VAIL ABLE WOULD ALLOW THE MATTER TO BE PUT TO REST. 

7. EMBASSY SHOULD POLLOW UP WITH MPA TO MAKE SURE THERE 
IS CLEAR UNDERSTANDING IN ATHENS OP VIEWS EXPRESSED BY 
VEST AND SCHAUPELE ALONG POREGOING LINES. NO SPECIFIC 
REQUEST WAS MADE TO AMBASSADOR ALEXANDRAKIS POR GREEK 
GOVERNMENT STATEMENT (AS SUGGESTED IN ATHENS 6565), BUT 
DEPT HAS NO OBJECTION SHOULD EMBASSY WISH TO SUGGEST THIS 
COURSE TO MPA. VANCE 
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